GATHORNE HARDY, FIRST VISCOUNT CRANBROOK.
From a portrait by W. E. Miller, at Hughenden.israeli, but also Hardy and Cairns, and impressed lier view very strongly upon them all. Hardy wrote to Disraeli, April 5: * I have been much struck by the dread which the Queen expresses of Gladstone and his scheme. The Coronation Oath weighs upon her mind. She thinks she should be relieved of it legislatively with her own consent, before being called upon to agree to the destruction of the Church of Ireland. ... The Queen is, as you say, extraordinarily friendly, and anxious not to have a change.' Disraeli, after his visit, wrote to Cairns on April 8: ' The Queen is in a state of considerable excitement and determination about the present state of affairs, which she looks upon as very grave, tho' sanguine that the country will rally to sound views.7
